            [image: image1.jpg]wild H
Oy

\

g S
oy 3
- =
© 5
= 5

of Greater Kansas City



 

 

           [image: image3.jpg]Wk

Safe Kids

Metro Kansas City




Press Release
Contact: Cesar Motts 




    
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Maternal and Child Health Coalition    

    

October 2, 2006    

816.283-6242 Ext. 249 / 913.636-4701 cell







AREA FIFTH GRADERS LEARN SAFE WALKING BEHAVIORS
Kansas City, MO- Maternal and Child Health Coalition, Safe Kids Metro KC,  FedEx and numerous community partners are joining together to promote pedestrian safety as part of International Walk to School Day on Wednesday, October 4, 2006 at Blue Valley Park at 11:00 a.m.
Fifth graders from McCoy and James Elementary Schools will travel by bus to Blue Valley Park at East 23rd Street and Topping Avenue in Kansas City, Missouri. When they arrive at 11:00 a.m., they will receive a passport to be stamped at each of six injury prevention education stations. Following warm up exercises, they will each receive a pedometer to count the steps in their journey to each station.
Education about safe practices will include walking, biking, safety belt use and fire prevention. An Animal Control officer from Kansas City, Missouri will teach the students about what to do if they encounter a strange dog while walking.

In addition to the faculty and staff of the two schools, partners in the event include the Mid America Regional Council, the American Red Cross, Bridging the Gap’s Share the Road Task Force, the Kansas City Missouri Police Department, Kansas City Missouri Fire Department and the Local Investment Commission. Lunch is to be prepared by members of the Blue Valley Neighborhood Association. Following the safety education, the Blue Valley Kiwanis Club will introduce the fifth graders to the new disc golf course they have spearheaded to be built in the park. Buses will leave to return to the schools at 2:00 pm.
Focus group research conducted by Safe Kids Worldwide -- an injury prevention organization based in Washington DC of which Safe Kids Metro KC is a member -- with funding from FedEx Express has shown that fear of violence or crime often influences child pedestrian behavior more than fear of injury in at-risk populations.  In order to reduce pedestrian death and injury for this population, it is essential that we acknowledge this influence and find ways to address it. In addition, the research has shown there is a 
clear need for additional, adequate traffic safety devices in at-risk communities and efforts must be focused on obtaining these. Attention to these problems will be addressed by Safe Kids Metro KC’s Bike/Pedestrian Committee.
Safe Kids Walk This Way is a grassroots pedestrian safety initiative in more than 400 schools nationwide.  This is the seventh year that Safe Kids Worldwide and FedEx Express have teamed up.
The Maternal and Child Health Coalition (MCHC), a United Way agency, is the proud sponsor of Safe Kids Metro KC. MCHC promotes the health of mothers and children through community planning, education, advocacy and collaboration with organizations addressing infant mortality, immunization, childhood obesity, maternal health and child safety. For more information about Walk This Way, please contact Cesar Motts at Maternal and Child Health Coalition, 6400 Prospect, Suite 216, Kansas City, Missouri, 64132, office phone (816) 283-6242, ext. 249. Interviews are available upon request.  Copy of this press release is located at http://www.mchc.net/PressReleases.htm
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